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Our Illustrations. 

Our title-page this month contains a wall 
cabinet designed by Mr. Kuhns, of Phila 

delphia. It is drawn boldly in the modern 
Gothic manner. The front" opened reveals 

shelves, on which may be kept valuables in 
the way of curiosities; on the top can be 

placed vases or relics of antique design ; on 
the sides are locked cases, and underneath 

places for books, etc. ; on the right-hand 
side is a globe, and the upper panels of front 
door is ornamented with stars, and the cres 
cent moon. The construction is siniple and 

easy of manufacture. Plates 34 and" 35 show 
two lessons on 

" 
handrailing," and a few 

drawings from subscribers. 
Plate 36 shows a 

" 
cabinet" designed by 

Mr. Fieder, of this city. This is an excel 
lent design, and so arranged that almost any 
intelligent workman can construct it. 

Plate 37 shows what can be done by an 
amateur. This book-case and writing-desk 
was designed and executed by Mr. George O. 

Woodcock, Olaremont, N. H. It is built 

of black walnut, with. polished brass trim 

mings ; the door panels are decorated tiles. 
The front and side are shown ; also a view of 
the interior arrangement. The construction 
is simple and easy. 

We wish others of our amateur subscribers 
would send us drawings of their works, ac 

companied with descriptive matter. We 
would gladly make room for some of their " 

efforts" in this line. 
Plates 38 and 39 are illustrative of lessons 

in 
" 

practical carpentry" and 
" 

projection." 
The latter is the initial plate of a series that 
were used by Mr. Robert Riddell while teach 

ing the 
" 

artisan classes" in the High School, 
Philadelphia, last winter. 

Plate 40 shows a very handsome 
" 

farm 
house mantel," and contiguous finish. It 
was designed by Mr. Fieder, architect of this 

city, and is one of the cosiest and most home 
like pieces of work we have seen for some 
time. There are many things about this 

mantel that will be as suggestive to the 

practical workman as they will be to the 
amateur or art student. 

-?-*+~? 

Stray Notes. 

The harvest is at hand, and working-men 
should make the best of it'when it arrives. 

Eschew extravagances of every kind, and 
see that a small sum is safely laid aside weekly, 
for the sure-coming rainy day. The outlook 
is brightening in the Western cities, and 

wages all over the country are stiffening. 
Shops and factories that have been closed for 

years are starting up, and every thing bids' 
fair for a season of industrial prosperity ; let 
the workman take advantage of the prosper 
ous wave, and so strengthen his position, that 
when dulness and disaster return, as they 
will return, he can stand the pressure with 
out severe suffering. 

There was a decided increase in the 
demand for fancy suites of furniture last, 
over previous months. In medium and bet 
ter class furniture manufacturers report 
trade as averaging "pretty fair," but the 

feeling is that, so far, it has not come up to 
the general expectation. Still, every thing 
indicates improvement. 

The report of the New York Building 
Superintendent shows that for the first three 

months of 1879 the estimated -cost of the 

buildings was $3,137,663, and they were 

classified as follows ; First-class dwellings, 
138 ; second-class dwellings, 55 ; French 

flats, 46 ; tenement-houses, 68 ; first-class 

stores, 7 ; second-class stores, 2 ; and third 
class stores, 5 ; 1 office building, 17 work 

shops, 6 public buildings, 1 church, 18 4 
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